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MEETINGS
*NEW!!! Meetings are now held on the second MONDAY of

each month (excluding July and August) 
NEW LOCATION! Rockland VFW

22 Church Street, Rockland, MA 02370

Next Meeting!

MONDAY October 13, 2025 7:00pm

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS?
EMAIL:

SOUTHEASTMMC@GMAIL.COM

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS
MONDAY October 13th 7PM: Club Meeting agenda:

1. Join SEMMC members for a fascinating talk on the
art of  lapidary, followed by an exploration of  the
tools and techniques used in gemstone hardness
testing!

2. REMINDER: Club dues for the 2025-2026 season are
due. $15.00 Single Membership, $20.00 Family
Membership.

MONDAY OCTOBER 6, 2025
7PM

E-Board Meet ing

MONDAY OCTOBER 13, 2025
7PM

Monthly Club Meet ing

PLYMOUTH QUARRY TRIP
HIngham, MA

Time and Date TK!
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Upcoming Gem & Mineral Shows!
Oct. 10-11: 2  Annual Presidential Gem & Mineral Show;
Lancaster, NH Fairgrounds

nd

Oct. 18-19: 53  Annual Gem & Mineral Show, Bristol CT;
www.bristolgem.org

rd

Oct. 25-26: 52  Annual RI Mineral Hunters Show; Cranston, RInd

Nov. 1-2: 2025 Saratoga Springs Show; Saratoga Springs, NY

https://maps.app.goo.gl/utMRgz41WXTTPXEH9
mailto:southeastmmc.gmail.com
mailto:southeastmmc@gmail.com
mailto:southeastmmc@gmail.com
http://www.bristolgem.org/
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PLANT AND FOSSIL DIG - Emma’s pit Attleboro, MA

The Southeastern Massachusetts Mineral Club (SEMMC) hosted an exciting fossil dig in
Attleboro, MA—and what a day it was! We were incredibly lucky to have the one and only Steve
Emma leading the charge. With his trademark enthusiasm and deep knowledge of  local geology,
Steve made the experience both educational and enter taining for fossil hunters of  all ages.
Par ticipants got their hands dir ty (in the best way!) while uncovering ancient treasures and
learning about the prehistoric past hidden beneath our feet. The weather held out, the energy
was great, and there were plenty of  smiles all around.
We had a fantastic turnout and loved seeing so many new and familiar faces—but there’s always
room for more adventurers! If  you missed this one, don’t worry—there will be more digs in the
future. So stay tuned, bring your curiosity, and come join the fun next time!

Below are some photos from the trip to Emma’s Pit at the end of September! 
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2025 Pegmatite Workshop Bethel, ME - Part 1, by Jon Ericson, SEMMC MEMBER
The 2025 Maine Pegmatite Workshop is an educational and
field‑oriented workshop hosted by the Maine Mineral & Gem Museum
(MMGM) in Bethel, Maine.

Maine has many granitic pegmatites (very coarse‑grained, granite‑like
intrusive rocks) which often host gem and rare mineral specimens.
The slow cooling and fluid‑rich magmas produced in Maine allowed
large crystals and rare elements to concentrate, allowing minerals like
tourmaline, beryl, spodumene, topaz, etc. to form.

The Pegmatite Workshop held 17-21 Sep was attended by
SEMMC members, John Campbell, Walter Schell, Mike
Benenate (new member-joined while at the workshop),
and Jon Ericson. The Workshop is held annually in Sept
for 5 days. The first day had introductory presentations
and tours of the museum. Larry Stifler, co-founder of the
museum provided us with a tour of his meteorite wing and
he never disappoints. He has the largest meteorite
collection in the world. Notable pieces include Moon and
Mars rocks with a recent new Mars rock dated to 4.1
Billion years old. This is a major discovery as Earth is only
4 Billion years old proving that all the planets in our solar
system were not formed at the same time. A paper of this
discovery will be published in the next Science magazine.
The museum also has a meteorite dated at 8 Billion years
old that came from interstellar space, has 26 amino acids,
and could be the foundation of life on Earth.
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2025 Pegmatite Workshop Part 2
The next 4 days included morning technical presentations and each afternoon visits to 4
different quarries including Mt Mica in Paris, ME, Plumbago North in Newry, ME, Havey in
Poland, ME, and Emmons in Greenwood, ME. Although the morning presentations were highly
technical, the instructors made it easy to follow along. There were students with little to no
background in geology/mineralogy and were new to rock collecting. I attended the workshop 2
years ago but found the material and science of Pegmatites has changed (slightly) with newer
discoveries. There were a lot of geology terminology to learn (relearn) such as plutons,
batholiths, subduction, anetexis, etc. but the instructors were good at providing simpler
explanations if asked.

One of the students in our class, Dr. Paul Rustemeyer from Germany, is a specialist in slicing
and photographing pegmatites, specifically Schorl. He gave the class two presentations of his
work and everyone was astonished, even the instructors. Paul has been able to slice tourmaline
down to 1micrometer thin every 10 micrometers for the length of a crystal to show the growth
pattern and inclusions. He has cut over 30,000 slices of various tourmalines.

The presentations were thorough and included the formation, chemical composition, growth, and
locations of pegmatites including locations along the Appalachian’s from Alabama to Maine. I
found it interesting that not all Pegmatites are formed in Granite. Some Pegmatites in N.
Carolina were formed in Spodumene.
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2025 Pegmatite Workshop Part 3
Each day we got an in-depth presentation of the quarry we were visiting that day including its
history, type of Pegmatite, and mineralogy. The Plumbago North quarry is a site that’s been in the
news a lot about the discovery of Lithium in the Spodumene there. It has one of the richest levels
of lithium of anywhere in our country, upwards of 15% in the Spodumene. The estimated value of
the lithium if 1.5 Billion dollars. Unfortunately laws and environmental studies have held up of the
mining of this mineral.

The course had a few social activities including an opening social the first day, a lobster boil held
on Saturday at the Havey quarry hosted by the owners, Jeff and Jan Morrison, a Maine blueberry
treat at our last coffee break on Sunday, and a closing pizza party on Sunday evening after our
last field trip to Emmons.

Amongst the SEMMC members who attended, we all agreed we look forward to taking this class
again in the future. The Museum does now offer a one day version of the Pegmatite workshop
which they held this past June on a Saturday. I think this is a very worthwhile class for any club
member and that you will come away with a new appreciation and understanding of Pegmatites.
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A must see event for the fluorescent mineral enthusiast
President John Campbell asked to share this information that would be a once in a lifetime
experience for the fluorescent mineral enthusiast! Sterling Hill Mining District is the WORLD’S
BEST locality for fluorescent minerals as well as claiming a whopping 274 valid minerals and 23
type locality minerals (identified in a scientific paper for the first time in the world).

The Geological Association of New Jersey (GANJ) will hold their 41st annual meeting and field
trip on October 17 & 18, 2025 at the historic Sterling Hill Mining Museum in Ogdensburg, New
Jersey. This year's theme is "Revisiting The Sterling Hill Orebody In the 21st Century:
Challenges In Understanding and Mining This Magnificent Mineral Deposit.”

Sterling Hill is renowned for its diverse and vibrant mineral assemblages, and speakers will
explore the historical and scientific significance of these minerals in the broader context of the
mine's legacy. Participants will have unparalleled access to the deposit itself. There will be a
number of expert presentations on Saturday and on Sunday tours of the mine and also the
museum. For more information visit their website at www.ganj.org

https://www.sterlinghillminingmuseum.org/

http://www.ganj.org/
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Get Rich in Dirt – Your Gold Prospecting Adventure Awaits!
Website sent by Larry:
https://kleshgold.com/about
KleshGold is an online operation focused on paydirt and gold prospecting. They offer a shop
where people can buy materials and supplies, and allow folks to “sell your gold” back through
their service. The site also highlights events and claim rentals in Colorado (for gold-
prospecting outings), and shares news and recaps of past events—like their “KGP Grand
Placer” weekend, where participants mined and everyone found gold. They even accept
Bitcoin payments for many products. Overall, KleshGold combines e‑commerce with a
community of treasure seekers and prospecting adventures.

https://kleshgold.com/about


Anyone is welcome to attend meetings whether you are a
member or not. We have mineral discussions, guest speakers,
hardness testing, and good ol' fashion learning from each
other. Please reach out for details! 

Are you experienced in the field of  geology or in a related
interest? How about being a guest speaker? Let us know!

Meetings mean raffles! All funds collected during our meeting
raffles goes directly to the Bridgewater State University
scholarship fund. Give back to your community while building
that rock collection.
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ABOUT MEETINGS OTHER LINKS
Mineral Shows Across USA

www.mindat.org

Google Ear th

Geology.com

Fluorescent Mineral Society

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS?
EMAIL:

SOUTHEASTMMC@GMAIL.COM

MAINE Mineral & Gem
Museum Events

https://xpopress.com/show/country/United%20States
https://www.mindat.org/
https://earth.google.com/web/@0,0,0a,22251752.77375655d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CgRCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA
https://geology.com/
https://uvminerals.org/minerals/common-fluorescent-minerals/
mailto:southeastmmc.gmail.com
mailto:southeastmmc@gmail.com
mailto:southeastmmc@gmail.com
https://mainemineralmuseum.org/events/?mc_cid=0ae2edab87&mc_eid=00aacf87cd
https://mainemineralmuseum.org/events/?mc_cid=0ae2edab87&mc_eid=00aacf87cd
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UPCOMING DIGS - GENERAL INFO
Make sure to ask what safety equipment you will need to have.
Get all the details! Safety is our top concern. Know what to
expect, and what is expected from you. The Club Members
vote on the cost the Club pays for each dig. The actual
amounts, for any trip can be found out when you book the dig
as prices per site vary. Some sites allow power tools, some do
not. Most sites can be dangerous due to loose rock, pits, clif fs,
and water hazards. Be prepared! Do not disturb any wildlife
you come across as spring and summer are young rearing
time.

Field collecting trips to private quarries and mines are open to
SEMMC members only, as our insurance policy covers
members only. Please bring your SEMMC Membership card
with you. On public land or beaches, ALL are welcome.
All par ticipants of  field trips are required to contact trip
leaders at least 48 hours in advance of  trip date. Schedules
may change. 

Please contact the host to confirm date, time and details.
Some trips may be eliminated, added, or altered
depending on weather and other circumstances. Keep in
touch with our Facebook Page to get the sudden additions
to the digging schedule!

HERKIMER, NY CLAIM
SEMMC owns a claim in Herkimer, New York (Fonda,
Montgomery county, New York). Anyone wanting info on our
Herkimer Claim should contact Martin Gilar, Walter Schell, or
President John Campbell.

OTHER LINKS
Mineral Shows Across USA

www.mindat.org

Google Ear th

Geology.com

Fluorescent Mineral Society

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS?
EMAIL:

SOUTHEASTMMC@GMAIL.COM

MAINE Mineral & Gem
Museum Events

https://www.facebook.com/groups/4429918310373941
mailto:mgilar@hotmail.com
mailto:wschell1191@gmail.com
mailto:norcam06@gmail.com
https://xpopress.com/show/country/United%20States
https://www.mindat.org/
https://earth.google.com/web/@0,0,0a,22251752.77375655d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CgRCAggBQgIIAEoNCP___________wEQAA
https://geology.com/
https://uvminerals.org/minerals/common-fluorescent-minerals/
mailto:southeastmmc.gmail.com
mailto:southeastmmc@gmail.com
mailto:southeastmmc@gmail.com
https://mainemineralmuseum.org/events/?mc_cid=0ae2edab87&mc_eid=00aacf87cd
https://mainemineralmuseum.org/events/?mc_cid=0ae2edab87&mc_eid=00aacf87cd
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CLUB INFO
August is DUES Month $15.00 Single Membership, $20.00
Family Membership.

Become a Member HERE.

With a Club Membership you will be a fully insured Club
Member with access to a wealth of  mineral knowledge. Club
digs are held at some of  the best quarries in New England.
We hold 10 scheduled Meetings per Year, September to June
where knowledge and information are exchanged freely. New
members learn the What, Where, How and When. Come to the
next meeting and see!

SEMMC FACEBOOK PAGE

SEMMC WEBSITE

IMPORTANT LINKS

Officers and E-Board 2025
President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Assistant Treasurer

John Campbell
Shann Whynot-Young
Amanda Bright
Dr. Robert Chasen
Mary Ryan

E-Board
Jon Ericson
Kari Mofford
Matt Parker 

Melissa Prario

Shir ts are available for purchase. $10.00/shir t
Contact Mary Ryan for purchases, and can be picked up at
meetings. Blue or Orange.

Children sizes: Medium, Large, Extra Large.
Adult Sizes: Medium, Large, Extra Large, 2XL, 3XL

CLUB SHIRTS FOR PURCHASE

E-Board
Dan Ryan

Larry Ryan
Walter Schell 
Steve Vivona

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS?
EMAIL:

SOUTHEASTMMC@GMAIL.COM

https://www.southeastmmc.com/_files/ugd/38a0eb_9825b6dc46684bdca00260961c219deb.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/4429918310373941
https://www.southeastmmc.com/
mailto:zone859@cs.com
mailto:southeastmmc.gmail.com
mailto:southeastmmc@gmail.com
mailto:southeastmmc@gmail.com

